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lamp by which Asoka read his first lessons in kingship.
It lays down the royal duty to care,for orphans, the aged,
the afflicted, and the helpless;1 it emphasizes the funda-
mental importance of economic progress ;* and it gives in
outline the duties of the officials of the empire, and in
detail the heavy duties of the king's day.3
Study of this book makes it clear that it was not only
the monks of the Yellow Robe to whom Asoka was
indebted for guidance, and their chronicles must be read
with caution. They are anxious to connect Chandragupta
with the clan to which the Buddha himself belonged.
They tell us that he was the son of a local raja in one of
the countries of the foot-hills of the Himalayas, which
-	abounded in peacocks.  This is a characteristic piece of
•	etymology, the word for peacock being Mora; and this
became the emblem of the Maurya house which Chandra-
gupta founded. Other legends make him the bastard son
of Nanda, whom he thrust from the throne of Magadha
in 315 b.c., and all are agreed that the Brahmin Chanakya
helped him in this unnatural deed* One legend gives as
the motive an old and bitter insult which Nanda had
unwisely inflicted upon the Brahmin. Another, with more
show of reason, makes Chanakya the leader of a Brahmin
rebellion against the growing power of the warrior-caste,
and the pride of its kings. In any case, it seems clear that
Chandragupta had to wait long for success, that he was
an exile in the Punjab, and that he won the throne by a
bold invasion at the head of an army of adventurers. There
may be truth, too, in the story that he met Alexander in
person; it is possible that from him or from Poros he took
lessons in strategy.
according to Megasthenes 'stretched in the inhabited parts
of it about nine miles on each side, had a breadth of
a mile and a half, and was the shape of a parallelogram.
It was girt with a moat 600 feet in breadth, into which the
sewage of the city flowed. Within this was a massive
1 Arthasastra, n. i.	a Ibid., x. vii.	3 Ibid* I. vii.

